
Gender and Globalization

WMST 4260/5800   Instructor: Özlem Altıok
Fall 2016   Office: GAB 468
Wednesday 5.30-8.20 pm  Email: Ozlem.Altiok@unt.edu
Classroom: Physics 115                                                                 Office hours: M 1-2 pm, and by appointment

Course Description and Objectives
What is globalization? How are macro-processes such as globalization, development, international trade, 
migration and ecological degradation gendered? 

This reading-intensive seminar is designed for undergraduate and graduate students who have an interest in 
exploring gender as a social practice, and globalization as a multifaceted socio-economic process. The seminar 
focuses on social inequality and explores how feminist perspectives are useful for understanding social, 
economic and political aspects of globalization in the 21 century. Topics covered include feminist critiques of 
international development theory and practice; globalization as a gendered process; the movement of people 
across borders, and ecological degradation. 

Grading and Assignments:
Attendance and participation: 10%
Weekly analytical summaries: 20% (Each student submits one summary & uses it to lead class discussion)
Midterm: 30% on Wednesday, October 19 in the Testing Center in Sage Hall 3rd floor 
Research paper or project: 30% & presentation 10%, country report or paper due by midnight on December 
11, 2015 via Turnitin. Presentations are due before the papers. I will provide instructions and we will talk 
more in class about papers/projects and presentations.

For graduate students only: a 2-page paper due by midnight on December 12, 2016 for 20 points (details 
below).  

Grading scale: I will use numerical scores, which will translate into letter grades as follows: 
A (91-100); B (81-90); C (70-80); D (60-69); F (<60) 

**Please keep records of your grades. I only calculate grades once: at the end of the semester**

Expectations, requirements and grade breakdown

1. Attendance and Participation 10%
You must attend class regularly, and be on time. Here are the highest letter grades you can expect to make in 
this class if you have more than 2 unexcused absences:

0-2 absences: A
3-4 absences: B
5-7 absences: C
8-9 absences: D 

If there are circumstances that prevent you from regular participation (e.g. travel related to work or a family 
emergency) talk to me as early as you possibly can, and I will try to make arrangements. Most likely, I will 
ask that you submit extra work to make up for what you miss. 

You should read or view the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions in class. The detailed 
schedule of readings is included in this syllabus.
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2. Weekly analytical summaries 20% [Each student will turn in only one of these]
Each student will post one analytical summary (out of the nine available topics) in this class. These should 
consist of a two-page summary (approximately 1000 words) of the required readings for that week to be 
posted on Blackboard (use the Discussion tab) by 5 pm on Tuesday, the day before our class meeting. At the 
end of your summary, you must pose 2 or 3 critical questions that the reading raises for us as a class. All 
students are expected to respond to at least one of the questions raised by another student every week 
(whether or not they submit summary essays for that week). You may also include (very briefly) in your 
essay what you do not understand or find confusing in the reading. Your summary essay must be analytical 
in the sense that it should
i) demonstrate that you engaged with the arguments presented in the material, and that you can talk 
intelligently about the strength and weaknesses of those arguments;
ii) tie back to other readings and class discussions, and to the larger question of how a feminist or 
gendered perspective is useful in understanding globalization as a process.

**Last, but certainly not least, these summaries should use proper English, and be free of spelling and 
grammar errors. They can have a personal tone. In fact, I encourage you to reflect on your personal 
experiences of gender and globalization as you complete this assignment. You can imagine and compare your 
experiences with those of your grandparents or parents, for e.g. You could link the concepts or examples 
discussed in the reading to your own life experiences, daily practices, habits, etc. Whether or not you submit 
a summary on a given week, you are expected to complete assigned readings and participate in class 
discussions every week.** 

4. Midterm Exam 30% on Wednesday, October 19 from 5.30 to 8 pm. 

5. Research paper * or a project 30% due December 11, and presentation** 10 % (due dates: November 
23, November 30 and December 7)
Each student should select a topic that explores a global issue from a gendered perspective and write a paper 
answering a clearly defined research question. These papers should be about 8 double-spaced pages long and 
be submitted via Turnitin by midnight on December 11, 2016.  After thinking about what you are interested in 
learning, and after doing some research on your own, you may consult with me if you need guidance.

*Here are some examples of topics you could explore for a research paper: global poverty; economic 
recessions and gender; gendered burdens of conflict and war; gender mainstreaming in water management in 
South Asia; women as peacemakers in Africa; politics of energy production and consumption in North 
America. These are topics. You can and should formulate a more specific research question after doing some 
preliminary research/reading. More specific research questions might look like this: Are women 
overrepresented in the “ranks of the poor” globally? How are global economic recessions gendered events? 
What are the conditions that enable trafficking in human beings? Note how these research questions are more 
specific than the first two topics.)

Timeline for your research papers: 
Submit to me your proposed paper topic in writing by class time on September 28, 2016
Submit your research question and the literature review by class time on October 26, 2016. 
Present your preliminary findings in class on November 23rd, 30th or December 7th.
Submit research papers via Turnitin by midnight on December 11, 2016.

*We will talk in class about research and project options, as well as how to structure your papers and 
presentations.*

5. Graduate students only: Due by midnight on December 12, 2016. A 1500-word paper (approximately two 
pages, single-spaced) explaining how what you learned in this course will guide your academic or 
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professional career. This can be a general essay linking your existing interests to the concepts and debates 
(women's empowerment, sustainable development, breast cancer and environmental factors, globalization as 
a gendered process, poverty, global health issues, etc) covered in this class. Alternatively, it could be more 
specific and focused. For instance, you could submit a preliminary proposal for your master's thesis. 20 
points.

How does the “letter grade math” work? An undergraduate needs 91% of the total available “points”  just 
like a graduate student. A graduate student needs 91% of the 120 (i.e. 109) points to make an A in this class.]

Office Hours
I will be in my office (GAB 468) between 1 and 2 pm on Mondays. Alternatively, you can email me for an 
appointment. In addition, if you email me with your questions I will make every effort to answer them within 
two business days. As a general rule, do not wait until the last day to ask me a question about an assignment 
or exam.

Academic Honesty
Trust and honesty are central for learning to occur, and I hope that you do not need a reminder about that. 
However, in the interest of making expectations clear let me state that I will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Please be aware that you commit plagiarism if you: 

1) reproduce verbatim (or almost verbatim) another author’s words, without using quotation marks 
and/or without providing a citation; or

2) use another's ideas (even if you don’t use their precise words) without providing citation.

I adhere to and enforce UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, 
facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  You should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 
18.1.16), which may be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf  I will address violations of academic integrity in this course in compliance with the 
penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. APPEALS: Students may appeal any decision under this 
policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards 
of Academic Integrity.”

Disability Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

UNT Writing Lab 
If writing is not your forte, and you want to produce well-organized, well-written papers for this class or 
others, take advantage of the the Writing Lab on campus http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/

Revisions to this syllabus
It is your responsibility to attend class and to follow Blackboard announcements to keep abreast of any 
changes to the reading schedule or assignments. Please make sure that you have managed your Bb email 
account such that your Bb email forwards to the email address you most regularly check.
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I may revise the schedule depending on class discussions, contemporary developments, and to accommodate 
a guest lecturer's schedule. I will give you notice of such changes (ideally) at least one week in advance.

Required books
Lourdes Beneria et al. 2016. Gender, Development and Globalization: Economics as if All People Mattered (2nd edition)

It is your responsibility to locate the other assigned material cited or linked on this syllabus. I have also 
created a folder on our Blackboard (Bb) page, which contains scanned chapters from books.

Recommended books
Raewyn Connell and Rebecca Pearse. 2015. Gender in World Perspective (3rd edition). 
Barbara Ehrenreich & Arlie Russel Hochschild. 2004. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids & Sex Workers in the New 
Economy.

Weekly reading schedule

Week 1: August 31 (Wednesday): Introduction to the course                                                                                 

Week 2: September 7: Conceptual preliminaries: What is gender? What is globalization?                                  
Raewyn Connell and Rebecca Pearse. 2015. Gender in World Perspective. Preface; Chapter 1: The Question of 
Gender (pp. 1-12); Chapter 3: Sex Differences and Gendered Bodies, pp. 33-51; Ch. 5: Gender Relations and 
Gender Politics, pp. 86-92

Thomas Friedman. 2005. “The World is Flat, After All.” The New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/03/magazine/its-a-flat-world-after-all.html?_r=0

Pankaj Ghemawat. “Why the World isn't Flat” in Globalization: The Transformation of Social Worlds (2nd ed.) 
edited by Stanley Eitzen and Maxine Baca Zinn.

David Harvey. “Globalization in Question” in J. Schmidt Globalization and Social Change, pp. 19-37

Analytical summary #1 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, September 6, 2016

Week 3: September 14: Feminist critiques of political economy                                                                             
Lourdes Beneria et al. 2016. Gender, Development and Globalization. Chapter 1 and 2.

Kristof, Nicholas. 2009. “The Women’s Crusade” in New York Times Magazine Special Issue:
Saving the World’s Women: How Changing the Lives of Women and Girls in the Developing World can 
Change Everything. http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/23/magazine/23Women-t.html?_r=0

Roy, Ananya. 2002. “Against the Feminization of Policy.” Woodrow Wilson Center: Urban
Brief: 1-4. (find this online)

Mohammad Yunus. "Sacrificing microcredit for megaprofits." The New York Times. January 14, 2011(find online)

Walden Bello. 2006. Microcredit, Macro Problems http://www.commondreams.org/views06/1015-23.htm

Aasha Ramesh. 2014. A Feminist Critique of microcredit http://apwld.org/a-feminist-critique-of-micro-credit/

Analytical summary #2 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, September 13, 2016
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Week 4: September 21: Gendering globalized manufacturing and exploitation                                                     
Lourdes Beneria et al. Gender, Development and Globalization. Chapters 3 and 4.

Patricia Fernandez Kelly. 2011. “Maquiladoras: the view from the inside” in The Women, Gender and Development 
Reader, pp. 225-236. (posted on Blackboard)

Analytical summary #3 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Week 5: September 28: Masculinity and marginality: Is the masculinity-work link in crisis? Why or why not?
Raewyn Connell's website on Masculinities http://www.raewynconnell.net/p/masculinities_20.html

Raewyn Connell & Rebecca Pearse. 2015. “Manhood and the Mines” in Gender in World Perspective, pp. 16-19.

Gretchen Purser. 2009. “The dignity of job-seeking men” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 117-139

Jordanna Matlon. 2011. “Informality and visibility in the periphery.” Photo essay. Contexts 10 (2): 58-63.

Optional: Sylvia Chant and Matthew Gutmann. 2002. “Men-streaming gender?” Progress in Development 
Studies 2 (4): 269-282.

*Pick the research question you will pursue/answer for your final paper by class time on September 28 *

Analytical summary #4 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Week 6: October 5: Globalization as the movement of gendered bodies and work                                               
How is the movement of people across the globe gendered? What are the gendered impacts of increased 
movement of men and women?

Lourdes Beneria et al. Gender, Development and Globalization. Chapter 5.

Barbara Ehrenreich and Russell Hochschild. 2004. Global Woman. Selected pages on Bb. (I recommend, but 
do not require that you buy this book)

Sharmila Rudrappa. 2012. “India's Reproductive Assembly Line” Contexts 11 (2): 22-27.

Travis S. K. Kong. 2012. “Sex Entrepreneurs in the New China” Contexts 11 (3): 28-33

What is Human Trafficking? United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html 

Analytical summary #5 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, October 4, 2016

Week 7: October 12: Getting started on your research: How to do a good literature review                                
Class meets at our regular time in Willis Library Room 136 for a workshop with a librarian. 

The literature review: a few tips on conducting it http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-
writing/literature-review

Learn how to write a review of literature 
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ReviewofLiterature.html
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Week 8: October 19: Midterm at 5.30 in Sage Hall Room 330                                                                                
Complete your literature reviews by Wednesday, October 26, 2016.

Week 9: October 26: Locating gender (not just women) in processes and institutions: theorizing gender and 
the state: What does it mean for the state to be gendered or exercise power in gendered terms? What of 
change? How does the state relate to the economic relations we have been discussing for the past few weeks?

Connell and Pearse. 2015. Ch 7 “Gender on the Large Scale” and Ch 8 “Gendered Politics” in Gender in World 
Perspective. 

Brown, Wendy. 1995. “Finding the Man in the State.” Chapter 7 in States of Injury. Princeton:
Princeton University Press: 166-196. 

Fraser, Nancy and Linda Gordon. 1994. “A Genealogy of Dependency: Tracing a Keyword of the US 
Welfare State.” Signs 19(2): 309-336.

Analytical summary #6 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, October 25, 2016

Week 10: November 2: Locating gender (not just women) in processes and institutions: Militarization & war
By what gendered logic does the security state both wage war abroad and elicit participation at home? How 
does this military/imperial state link to our previous discussions of gender in work and development? What 
role does the concept of “liberating women” play?

Young, Marion Iris. 2003. "The Logic of Masculinist Protection: Reflections on the Current
Security State." Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 29(1): 1-24.

Carol Cohn and Cynthia Enloe. 2003. “A Conversation with Cynthia Enloe: Feminists
Look at Masculinity and the Men who Wage War.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and
Society 28(4): 1187-1207.

Saba Mahmood. 2009. “Feminism, Democracy, and Empire: Islam and the War on Terror.”
Chapter 8 in Gendering Religion and Politics: Untangling Modernities: 193-216.

Analytical summary #7 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, November 1, 2016

Week 11: November 9:  From theories of the state to the realities of “statelessness”: Displacement, refugee 
movements and gender How do states deal with the clash of the principles of state sovereignty and universal 
human rights when dealing with refugees? How are refugees' experiences gendered?

Jacqueline Bhabha. 1996. “Embodied rights: gender persecution, state sovereignty, and refugees.” Public 
Culture 9: 3-32.

Maya Rhodan. 2015. Are the Syrian refugees all young, strong men? Time http://time.com/4122186/syrian-
refugees-donald-trump-young-men/

Deborah Anker and Paul Lufkin. 2003. Gender and the symbiosis between refugee law and human rights law
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/gender-and-symbiosis-between-refugee-law-and-human-rights-law 

Women refugees at high risk of being victims of gender-based violence http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-
release/2016/women-refugees-high-risk-being-victims-gender-based-violence
Analytical summary #8 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, November 8, 2016
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Week 12: November 16: Transnational feminist movements                                                                                   
Some have argued that feminism is the most successful global movement for social change. But what is the 
relationship between feminism and globalization? How do feminist critique and movements fit together?

Lourdes Beneria et al. 2016. Gender, Development and Globalization. Chapter 6.

Raewyn Connell and Rebecca Pearse. 2015. Gender in World Perspective, pp. 112-22 (environment and women) 
and 140-150 (the stakes in gender politics)

Desai, Manisha. 2007. “The Messy Relationship between Feminisms and Globalizations.”
Gender & Society: 797-803.

Alvarez, Sonia E. 2009. “Beyond NGO-ization? Reflections from Latin America.”
Development 52.2: 175-184. 

Thayer, Millie. 2000. "Transnational Feminism: Reading Joan Scott in the Brazilian Sertão."
Ethnography 2.2: 243-271.

Optional: Fraser, Nancy. 2009. “Feminism, Capitalism, and the Cunning of History.” New Left Review: 97-117.

Analytical summary #9 due by 5 pm on Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Week 13: November 23: Student research conference day (Thanksgiving break 24-27)                                                     

Writing a research paper
 http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html

Ten steps for writing research papers http://www.american.edu/ocl/asac/upload/ten-steps-for-writing-
research-papers.pdf

How to convert your paper into a presentation http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/paper-to-
talk.original.pdf

Tips for successful academic paper presentations http://graddiv.ucsc.edu/about/blogs/grad-deans-blog/11-
2013.1.html 

Week 14: November 30: Student research conference day                                                                                                   

Week 15: December 7: Student research conference day & last class meeting                                                      

Final research papers or projects are due by midnight on December 11, 2016.                     
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